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CONVENTION! FOR THE CONSERVATION OF SOUTHERN BLUE-
FIN TUNA

The Parties to this Convention:
Considering their mutual interest in southern bluefin tuna;

Recalling that Australia, Japan and New Zealand have already taken certain measures for
the conservation and management of southern bluefin tuna,

Paying due regard to the rights and obligations of the Parties under relevant principles of
international law;

Noting the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1982;2

Noting that States have established exclusive economic or fishery zones within which
they exercise, in accordance with international law, sovereign rights or jurisdiction for
the purpose of exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing the living resources;

Recognising that southern bluefin tuna is a highly migratory species which migrates
through such zones;

Noting that the coastal States through whose exclusive economic or fishery zones
southern bluefin tuna migrates exercise sovereign rights within such zones for the

purpose of exploring and exploiting, conserving and managing the living resources
including southern bluefin tuna;

Acknowledging the importance of scientific research for the conservation and
management of southern bluefin tuna and the importance of collecting scientific
information relating to southern bluefin tuna and ecologically related species;

Recognising that it is essential that they cooperate to ensure the conservation and
optimum utilisation of southern bluefin tuna;

Have agreed as follows:

1 Came into force on 20 May 1994, the date of deposit of the third instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval
with the Government of Australia, in accordance with article 17 (2):
Date of deposit
of the instrument

FParticipant of ratification
JAPATL....o. ettt et s R R e R e e s 8 April 1994
New Zeal 9 May 1994
Australia.... 20 May 1994

2 United Nations,
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Article 16
l. If any dispute arises between two or more of the Parties concerning the

interpretation or implementation of this Convention, those Parties shall consult among
themselves with a view to having the dispute resolved by negotiation, inquiry, mediation,
conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement or other peaceful means of their own choice.

2. Any dispute of this character not so resolved shall, with the consent in each case
of all parties to the dispute, be referred for settlement to the International Court of
Justice or to arbitration; but failure to reach agreement on reference to the International
Court of Justice or to arbitration shall not absolve parties to the dispute from the
responsibility of continuing to seek to resolve it by any of the various peaceful means
referred to in paragraph 1 above.

3. In cases where the dispute is referred to arbitration, the arbitral tribunal shall be
constituted as provided in the Annex to this Convention. The Annex forms an integral
part of this Convention.

Article 17
L. This Convention shall be open for signature by Australia, Japan and New
Zealand.
2, This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by these three

States in accordance with their respective internal legal procedures, and will enter into
force on the date of deposit of the third instrument of ratification, acceptance or
approval.

Article 18
After the entry into force of this Convention, any other State, whose vessels engage in
fishing for southern bluefin tuna, or any other coastal State through whose exclusive
economic or fishery zone southern bluefin tuna migrates, may accede to it. This

Convention shall become effective for any such other State on the date of deposit of that
State's instrument of accession.

Article 19
Reservations may not be made with respect to any of the provisions of this Convention.
Article 20

Any Party may withdraw from this Convention twelve months after the date on which it
formally notifies the Depositary of its intention to withdraw.
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